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| credit my c{aug}ﬁter‘s doctors for saving her life and | credit her ear|3

interventionist for saving her spirit.” Donna APPe”, FROJECT DOCC

Jt was with great Pleasure that | gotto listen to FROJ FCTDOCC dose
the AAHDBE] Conference in Cnicago. Donna APPe” and nerfarent

Panel Presented Persona| anecdotes about their lives as Parents of children
with sPecial needs that made us lauglﬁ and cry. T he issues tlﬁeg discussed,
guilt and worry, love and Pride and being overwhelmed at times, are universal
to parents caring fora chronica”g il child. T he intent of their program is to
Provfde a parent's Perspective of what it means to Provide Familﬂ (entered

(Care. And what is most unfque about FKOJECT DOCC,is theg are

including Pl’lgsicians to be an integra] Part of the Famflg‘s team.

A few years ago three Long Jsland, New York, mothers, Maggie [Hoffman,
Donna APPe” and Nanc3 Spe”er, cach with a child with chronic illness,
banded together to create a Parent driven curricu|um, FROJECT DOCC
(Deliverg of Chronic Care). Being used in many medical centers, this
curriculum aims to teach pediatric resident doctors about chronic illness and
its imPact on families. T he goa| is that througlﬂ seeing the child in a home
setting, future Phgsicfans might gain insfgnt into what havfng a child with sPecial
needs does to clailg Fami]g Iiving. T here are three components of this program
that a resident must Par‘ticipate in: a home visit, a parent interview, and a parent
led Panel s echcicaug c!iscussing the imPact of their child's chronic illness.
Because tE

them to be emPatlﬁetic and effective care givers.

FROJECT DOCC also educates others involved with the care of

children with chronic illness including nurses, teachers, social workers, thera-

is program is parent led, residents learn what a Fami!g needs from

ists, Pastora| care givers , and Familfj members. With their parent Panels, theg
teach individuals the impact of chronic illness on Fami|3 clgnamics, promote
emPathg and understanding regarding the chronic process, advocate for
familics, and encourage Parent/ProFessiona| relations]ﬁips‘

As a parent of a child with sPecial needs, | love what this program is doing‘
The Propessiona|5 that these parents educate will be unique|3 qua|hcied to
encourage and support families. And }33 suPPor‘ting families, these ProFes~

sionals will make a signi?icant difference in the lives of our children .




